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From the Desk of your President  

PLT Perspectives 

As all of you know, Pi Lambda Theta is an 
organization designed to inspire outstanding 
educators and leaders, which includes all of 
us, to be worthy contributors to our commu-
nity. Members who have attended our meet-
ings this year have spoken of how they have 
been inspired and have monetarily given sup-
port to the music and art programs that are a 
part of our local school systems. Our chapter is contributing not only 
in these areas but in the area of Language Arts as well. Madeline 
Garvin has had an ongoing program to assist students in reading and 
study skills and now we are providing books and recorded tapes to stu-
dents where English is their second language. 
Thetans, we are an active group making a difference in the betterment 
of our community. The officers and committee chairs are excited 
about our programs and special projects. Now, how can we get more of 
YOU to be an active part of it all. Please call 745-2548 or e-mail me at 
ask745@verizon.net and relate what would bring YOU to our meet-
ings. Our Executive Committee will take your ideas seriously and make 
every attempt to incorporate your ideas into our programs. 
Circle Thursday, June 19th and attend a luncheon meeting featuring 
Patricia Byall. Pat has journeyed to Russia numerous times and has 
worked directly with Russian officials to establish a Christian Ed. Pro-
gram in their public school. Ms. Byall has an exceptionally interesting 
story to tell. Meet at 11:30 at Red River Restaurant, at the Marriott, 
305 W. Washington Center Road. 

Congratulations to . . . 
Kay Crowder.  Kay was named "Woman of the Year" by the Ft. 
Wayne Womens' Bureau.  In addition, she received the "Eleanor 
Roosevelt Bureau Award" from AAUW.   
Madeline Garvin, retiring from FWCS after more than 30 years 
of service, was recognized on April 8 by the Salvation Army for 
14 years of volunteer service and support of the Red Kettle cam-
paign. Many of those who worked with her were members of the 
Northrop and Snider HS key club. She initiated the Northrop 
key club in 1994. 
Marje Treff. Marje earned her doctorate in Adult, Higher & 
Community Education from Ball State on April 3. 

http://www.pltfortwayne.org/


 

 

Do you have information to share?  

Members: Please check the membership book and make sure your information is correct. If changes 
need to be made, please contact one of the officers. 

Articles or other news of interest for the PLT Newsletter should be 
sent to Newsletter Editor Marje Treff at marjetreff@comcast.net.  
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Joan Bromelmeier .............. 28 
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January 
Barbara J. Krisher 
Pat J. Kohart 
Kathy I. Bruns 
Dr. Quinton H. Dixie 
Elise M. Rupright 
  
February 
Thelma J. Brown 
Patricia E. Eads 
Karin E. Huttsell 
Dr. Kenneth Keller 
Dr. Marjorie Treff 
Catherine L. Ayers 
Troy E. Fansler 
 
 
 

March 
Pamela K. Scranton 
Susan Kay Longsworth 
Dr. Miles S. Edwards 
Dr. Gloria A. Shamanoff 
Gregory D. Smith, CPA 
Kimberly Burns 
Dr. Nancy Grote 
Elaine Pruitt 
  
April  
Dot H. Easterly 
Barbara H. Fries 
Karen H. Wakley 
Mary Ann Banister 
Shelly Williams 
Janet Miller 
 

May 
Henrietta R. Goetz 
Norma J. Greener 
Carole J. Walker 
Niki Steitz 
Kevin M. Johnson 
Norma S. Friedman 
Chioma Aneke 
Tamara Searer-Jenkins 
Toysonya Preasha  
  
June 
Eleanor Strahm 
Mary Crowley 
Deborah Godwin-Starks 
Sondra Mergenthal 
Dr. Jeff Nowak 
Linda Harlow 
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Veteran Leaders: PLT members for 20 or more years 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.pltfortwayne.org 

Ï Happy birthday to you. . . Ï Happy birthday to you Ï 

mailto:marjetreff@comcast.net
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Missing Members 
Itôs with deep sadness that we acknowledge the loss of former Thetan JOAN 
GROSSMAN, who died on Jan. 8, 2008. Joan was a local artist and art teacher at  
Concordia Lutheran High School for 29 years. She is survived by her husband and son,  
as well as several siblings and extended family. Memorials may be made to the family c/o 
Carnahan-Baidinger & Walter Funeral Home, PO Box 165, Spencerville, IN 46788. 

 

    

WILMA "LEE" M. SPADE, 77, passed away Wednesday, April 30, 2008, in Fort Wayne after a battle 
with cancer. Born in Neffs, Ohio, she grew up in the Detroit area, and lived in New Jersey, Kentucky and 
Massachusetts before moving to Fort Wayne in 1973. She completed her two Master's degrees from 
Wayne State University and Indiana University at Fort Wayne. She worked as a speech and hearing 
pathologist for more than 20 years, most of them with Northwest Allen County Schools including 
Huntertown, Perry Hill, and Carroll High School. When she retired in 1997, fellow workers showered her 
with many pairs of earrings, appropriate since she was affectionately dubbed, "The Earring Lady". She was 
a member of St. Vincent dePaul Catholic Church, Funeral Ministries Committee and Bible Study; Pi 
Lambda Theta International Honor Society and Professional Association in Education; a volunteer 
docent at the Fort Wayne Children's Zoo; a volunteer audiologist at Parkview Hospital; and a regular 

participant in water aerobics at American Health Fitness and Lakepointe Villas. 
She was an avid reader, and with her adventurous nature, she loved to travel. In 
her retirement, she visited New Zealand, Australia, China, Turkey, Italy, Greece, 
Germany, Austria, France, England, Mexico, and Alaska. Survivors include her 
husband of almost 50 years, Glen Spade of Fort Wayne; children, Tricia Atlas of 
Wilmette, Ill., Eric Spade of Corbin, Ky., Gail Bailey of Sacramento, Calif., David 
Spade of Fort Wayne, and Jennifer Spade of Tempe, Ariz.; and eight 
grandchildren. Memorials to St. Vincent dePaul Catholic Church in memory of 
Lee Spade.  

 

 

DARLENE M. CRITCHLEY-KURTZ, 86, died Thursday, April 17, 2008, at 
Wood view Health Care Center, Fort Wayne. Born in Union Township, she was  
a teacher mainly of music and art at Hill Crest, Elmhurst, Sunnemede, Forest 
Park, McCullach, Ben Geyer, Glenwood Park, and Washington Center, retiring 
in 1981. She was a Delta Kappa Gamma State Recording Secretary, Pi Lambda 
Theta local president, and Gamma Lambda Local Recording Secretary. She was 
member of New Haven United Methodist Church and was an avid collector of Shirley Temple dolls. 
Survivors include her son, Charles (Patricia) Critchley; grandchildren, LeAnn Castleman, Kim (Keven) 
Linker, Chad (Laura) Critchley, all of Fort Wayne; and eight great-grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by first husband, Robert Critchley; in 1946; and second husband, Kent Kurtz, in 2001. Memorials 
to New Haven United Methodist Church.  

Published in Fort Wayne Newspapers on 4/19/2008.  
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The Fort Wayne Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta re-ceived a $2,000 grant check from the Fort Wayne 

Branch American Association of University Women Trust, in a 7 pm ceremony on April 16 2008, at the 

Allen County Public Library. The grant was written to obtain funding for a special project, entitled 

Reading Books for International Students (RBIS). Patricia Kohart, Committee Chair-man; Kay 

Crowder, origi-nator of the project idea; Carole Walker, committee member, and Shari Pente-cost, grant 

writer and ESL advisor have worked diligently over the last year to provide 30 sets of two different pre-K 

ï 3rd grade level reading/picture books to a variety of elementary schools (Meadowbrook, Maplewood, 

and Brentwood school, First Baptist Church, Beacon Heights Preschool, and Early Childhood-Salvation 

Army, who work with Burmese immigrant populations. The books are accompanied by a recorded CD 

containing a Burmese and/or Korean interpretation of each book, coupled with the English reading. 

Contributors of the Phase I test portion of RBIS were Sweetwater Sound, Inc., who provided CDs and 

copies; Jam Crib, who provided the recording time; our chapter budget money, used for administrative 

costs, and our interpreters: Tee Mu and Patricia. The generous donation of the Fort Wayne Branch 

AAUW Trust grant monies will be used to fund the next phase of the project.  
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Hard work on program grant pays big dividends 

Left: Ways & Means Chair Shari Pen-
tecost, President Sheila Kiefer, and In-
ternational Vice President Ruby Cain 
are all smiles after receiving a grant from 
AAUW for the RIBS project. Ruby also re-
ceived an AAUW research award to support 
her dissertation research. 

 

 

 

Right: Rebecca Rupp, ESL teacher at 
Meadowbrook School  and one of her  

Burmese students using the CD player, and 
book provided by Pi Lambda Theta. The 

CD is in Burmese and English. 
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Right: Rebecca Rupp, ESL teacher at 
Meadowbrook School  and one of her  

Burmese students using the CD player, and 
book provided by Pi Lambda Theta. The 

CD is in Burmese and English. 

For information about future programs/meetings, click on 
http://www.pltfortwayne.org/ourprograms.htm 

Fort Wayne Chapter of  

Pi Lambda Theta  

has an international reach!  

We are making a difference.  

http://www.pltfortwayne.org/ourprograms.htm
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Weôve been busy: Photos from programs and events 

PLT Perspectives 

Right: Thetan Madeline Garvin continues our 
three year special project that includes College 
Prep workshops for high school students and 
parents. Guest panelist Elizabeth Mizzell (IPFW 
graduate student) talks about her experiences as 
Northrop HS student and experiences at 
HBCU, Hampton University where she earned 
her BA degree. Garvin has also conducted PLT 
workshops for college preparation at the Urban 
League and Weisser Park Center. 
 
Below: President Sheila Kiefer (right) installs 
newly elected officers, L-R: Joan Lewis (Co-Vice-
President); Joan Bromelmeier (Assistant Re-
cording Secretary); and Norma Greener 
(Recording Secretary) at the April program/
meeting.  Not pictured: Pat Kohart (Co-Vice-
President) and Zenaida Velez (Treasurer). 

Right: Dr. Marjorie Treff  received her  diploma at  
Ball Stateôs commencement on April 3. 


